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Evolution of Designer Drugs and Analysis of Detection and Surveillance
XU Yuan-yuan(Guangdong Police College, Guangzhou 510440, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To introduce the evolution of designer drugs, and to promote the detection and surveillance of them.
METHODS: By reviewing literatures, the designer drugs was analyzed in terms of the evolution of designer drugs, the types of the
current international main abused drugs, detection situation, surveillance and tendency in China of them. RESULTS: The effects of
designer drugs were similar to narcotic drugs; but designer drugs had not been controlled legally and were usually used instead of
narcotic drugs; main abused designer drugs in the world included cathinone, piperazidine and synthetic cannaboid. Complete and
available designer drugs database hadn’t been established in the world, but the UN Office of Narcotic Drugs and Crime Problem
was actively establishing designer drugs database. Due to high requirements of detectors and absence of scientific standard, the abili-
ty of detecting designer drugs was poor in China. In recent years, hundreds of derivatives of designer drugs had been detected by
laboratories in developed countries in Europe and America; relevant domestic reports were rare. CONCLUSIONS: As analogs of
narcotic drugs, it is urgent to discover, identify, detect and supervise designer drugs because of continuous development and evolu-
tion. This task is professional and arduous.
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